Message by Pastor Faith Oyedepo


Teenager With A Difference!

Everything on earth is designed by God to function according to times and seasons. The Bible says: To everything there is a season… (Eccl. 3:1). This clearly means that different seasons of life shall continually be in force.

Now, that you are a teenager, remember that you cannot be one forever; it can only be for the present! What you do with your present as a teenager, will ultimately determine what you will find in your future. Amongst others, one of the crucial areas of life that require serious attention, if you must live a unique and different life as a teenager, is your character. I must tell you this: there is no better time to build a strong Christian character than during your teenage years. Without any doubt, character is crucial!

Character, simply defined, is someone’s way of behaviour. It is a pattern of behaviour that shows moral strength, self-discipline and of course, dignity. Your character is your life style. That’s why God’s Word says: For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you (II Thess. 3:7). With every sense of responsibility, I can tell you that you cannot amount to much in life without good character; it is the platform for sustainable exploits and a glorious future. Character is a seed that guarantees good and enviable harvest in later years. 


For every teenager that desires to be different, it is important to consciously and deliberately cultivate godly character. There are certain fundamental truths about character, and a good understanding of them will enhance your reasoning in wanting to be distinguished among your peers.

Let’s examine some of these fundamental truths about character?
1. Character Is Your True Beauty
The truth is, to lack character is to be naked! To lack character is to stink; to lack character is to be ugly. Beauty is not just in those outfits of yours, fashionable shoes, jewelry, powder or make-up that you wear; character is your true beauty. What about those perfumes, sunshades and the rest of them? They have all kinds of names, you know the different makes and you have them tucked in your wardrobes. All these are not out of place in themselves, but may I tell you something, your true clothing, your true beauty, your true smell is your character.
2. Character is Not a Gift
Whether you were brought up by godly parents or not, you have to now accept responsibility over your life. Endeavour not to say such a thing as: “Well, God understands that I don’t have the gift of character,” or “The way I am, is a function of how I was brought up by my parents!”
You have no one to blame. As a teenager, if you want to live your life differently from others, you must consciously cultivate a good character, so that your nakedness can be covered, and your destiny can be secured.

3. Character is a Matter of the Heart
Character actually begins in the heart, but it does not stop there; it flows out. That is why Jesus said that if you cleanse the inside of a cup, the outside would also be clean (Matthew 23:26). Character is essentially a matter of the inside, which eventually finds expression on the outside.

A godly character can only be triggered by the help of the Holy Spirit, which is the privilege of those born again. You get born again by confessing your sins and accepting Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. If you are ready, say this prayer of faith: 
Dear Lord, I come to You today. I am a sinner. Forgive me my sins. Cleanse me with Your precious Blood. I accept You as my Lord and Saviour. Now I know I am born again!

Congratulations!

Until I come your way next time, please call or write, and share your testimonies with me through:
E-mail: faithdavid@yahoo.com;
Tel. No: 234-1-7747546-8, 07026385437

For more insight, these books authored by Pastor Faith Oyedepo are available at the Dominion Bookstores in all Living Faith Churches and other leading Christian Bookstores: Singles With A Difference and A Living Witness.

