Message by Pastor Faith Oyedepo


Heaven Is For Old Folks

Fourteen year old Phillip lay shivering on his bed. He had been like that for some days now. He could not tell exactly what was wrong with him but he knew he did not feel too well. Sometimes people putting on white would walk into his room and examine him and give him some medicine. He saw people but he was not able to retain much details.

He turned his face to the wall, once more avoiding the look in his mother’s eyes. It seemed like she had been sitting by him all these days. She never slept… at least, he never saw her sleep. Once in a while he would catch her sobbing and that made him feel bad. He hated to hurt his mum. He wanted to say many things but seemed to lack the strength to move even his lips. Was he dying? He had no answers.

The pretty lady in white came in again – she was always smiling. She touched his fore head and began to hurriedly say some things to Phillip’s mum. She left the room just as suddenly as Phillip’s mum jumped and began praying.

Prayer! Besides her regular job, prayer was his mum’s profession. Mum trusted God so much. She believed in the word of God and made it clear to whosoever cared to hear. Apart from her regular job and the house chores, Phillip’s mother was always reading the Bible and praying. She was fond of saying she wished there were more hours in a day so she could do more.

Then the journey began. The room gradually began to get bright, and brighter still. Phillip began to feel stronger than he had felt in the last few days. He felt himself leaving the bed. It seemed he was flying or much more like floating in the air. His mum was still praying – she could not see him.

Up, up, up he went as though through the skies. Then he saw Him. He saw a perfect gentleman with a beautiful smile and eyes filled with so much love. Where could this be? The place was so beautiful. He had never seen anywhere like this.

The man stretched His hand to Phillip, then … like a flash Phillip knew who He was. His mum had always told him about the holes in His hands. “You must be Jesus” Phillip said. The man smiled and nodded. “Wow! Then this must be heaven” Phillip said recalling that his mum told him Jesus was with God the Father in heaven. Again the man nodded.

But what surprised Phillip was that he saw children of various ages there. Some were about his age, others bigger and some others smaller than he. “I thought heaven was for old folks?!” Phillip blurted out. Smiling, Jesus bent and said to him “heaven is for all folks who love the Lord, both young and old”.

Phillip wished he could stay some more, even forever but Jesus said he had to go because his mom wanted him back. And like a dream, Phillip was back in his bed.

At this time, his mum had stopped praying. She was dancing and singing praises to God with tears in her eyes and something that looked like a smile on her face.

Feeling a lot stronger, Phillip shouted “mummy”. Surprised but with so much joy, his mum ran to his side. Now the tears were more but the smile was brighter. “Mum”, Phillip said, “heaven is for all folks”.

What do you think? Are you busy having so much ‘fun’ that you have not stopped to think if heaven is real?  Are you one of those who thought heaven is only for the adults? No my dear! It is written in the bible

But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 19:14

Jesus loves everyone both young and old, especially you. He wants you to be close to Him. And one day we will all leave this earth. Where will you go? You can chose to go to heaven by receiving the salvation that Jesus Christ brought to us. He died for you and me so we could have His life and live with Him forever. He can live in you and give you peace and joy if you will let Him. Will you?

If you are ready to let Him be your Lord, saviour, friend and best companion today, just say these simple words:

Sweet Jesus, I’m sorry for all the wrong things I have thought, said and done. Forgive my sins and wash me in your blood. I believe you died for me and I receive your love today. Come into my heart today. Be my Lord, saviour and friend. Thank you Jesus. Now I am born again. AMEN!

Congratulations! Now you are a Christian. You are a new creation. Begin to enjoy God’s blessings by reading the bible and praying every day. And when He comes you and I will go and live with Him for ever.

